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Thunder from the Heartland: The Great Lakes Jazz Summit 
At The Cleveland Museum of Art and Tri-C Metro Campus 

Among recent exciting developments in jazz are the resurgence of jazz 
communities between the coasts, and its recognition in organizations traditionally 
committed to classical music and arts. Thunder from the Heartland: The Great Lakes 
Jazz Summit showcases the talent of Midwestern jazz musicians and composers, affirms 
Cleveland’s prominence as a center of jazz renaissance, and marks the first time The 
Cleveland Museum of Art has programmed a jazz series or any major jazz event other 
than as a complement to a major special exhibition. The four-concert series is being 
presented by the Northeast Ohio Jazz Society (NOJS) with the cooperation of the Art 
Museum, which is hosting three of the concerts. 

Cleveland saxophonist, composer, and educator Ernie Krivda originated the idea 
as part of NOJS’ planning process for a grant from the Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest 
National Jazz Service Organization, and is serving as the series’ artistic director. 
Northeast Ohio musicians are well-represented, although the entire Midwest region is 
the focus. Different themes and instrumental combinations characterize each concert. 
All are on Friday evenings at 7:30 pm; 

Midwest Saxophone Legends 

February 12/The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Gartner Auditorium 
Ira Sullivan, Von Freeman, and Ernie Krivda are joined by Randy 
Gillespie (drums), Jeff Halsey (bass), and Joe Hunter (piano). Featured 
composer is Cleveland native and noted jazz historian Andrew Homzy. 
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Diversity in the Tradition 

March 19/The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Gartner Auditorium 
Marion Haden (bass), Holly Hoffman (flute), Roger Humphries (drums), Tim 
Price (reeds), and Jim Cooper (vibes) play mainstream jazz out of the bebop 
tradition, colored by innovative instrumentation and arrangements. Featured 
composer is Ernie Krivda. 

JazzFest Midwest Big Band, Joined by The Leaders 
April 16/Tri-C Metro Auditorium 

The Leaders is this decade’s "supergroup," made up of six of the greatest 
performers and innovators in modern jazz: Lester Bowie (trumpet), Kirk Lightsey 
(piano), Chico Freeman (tenor sax), Arthur Blythe (alto sax), Don Moye 
(drums), and Cecil McBee (bass). The Big Band showcases eighteen of the finest 
composers, performers, and arrangers in the region. This concert is part of the 
1993 Tri-C JazzFest. 

Piano Connection 

June 25/The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Gartner Auditorium 
Three diverse masters bring their unique stylings to an evening of piano jazz; 
special guests will perform with each trio: Johnny O’Neal (piano), Roger Hine 
(bass), Val Kent (drums), with vocalist Paula Owen; Bill Dobbins (piano). Bill 
Plavan (bass), Mark Gonder (drums), with Eddie Morgan (trombone); Neal 
Creque (piano), Paul Samuels (drums). Chink Stevenson (bass), with Howie 
Smith (reeds). 


Tickets for each of the concerts at the Museum are $7; the Tri-C concert ticket price is 
$15; a package of tickets for all four concerts is $25. Tickets wUl be available beginning 
January 15 at the Museum Store and Wax Stacks (on Lee Road in Cleveland Heights), or by 
phone with a credit card by calling 216/397-9900. Seating is available on a first-come, first- 
served basis; doors open at 7 pm. Parking is free at both locations. 

All four concerts will be recorded digitally for national distribution. 
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Thunder from the Heartland: The Great Lakes Jazz Summit is funded in part by grants to NOJS from the 
Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest National Jazz Service Organization (a program of the New England Foundation for the 
Arts and the National Jazz Service Organization), the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Ohio Arts Council. 
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